The GES DAAC User Working Group Agenda

April 28, 2009
PRELIMINARY DAY AFTER NOTES IN RED

8:00
Breakfast

8:30
Welcome – Ken Jucks

8:40
Welcome from Code 610 - Steve Wharton
8:50
More Welcomes, Logistics and Introductions - Steve Kempler, All


UWG Meeting Agenda, Objectives, Roles and Responsibilities – Steve Kempler

9:05
HQ Perspectives on NASA Earth Science Data Systems – Martha Maiden/Ken Jucks

9:25
EOSDIS Update – Steve Ambrose
9:45
The GSFC Earth Sciences Data and Information Services Center (GES DISC) – Steve Kempler

10:20
User Satisfaction Survey 


ESDIS Project Report: EOSDIS Status – ESDIS


DAAC Project Report – Jim Acker

10:40
BREAK
--------------------------------------------------------

The remaining sessions each contain a series of questions/issues in which the GES DAAC seeks advice/recommendations from its User Working Group.  All times approximate.

11:00  Session A.  Service Offerings
1. What data services should be extended, expanded, enhanced? (45 min)

Session Highlights:

· Experiences with open WIKI (open GRADS WIKI) for a 2 way user feedback/user forum, for sharing information/experiences

· Need for services that bring datasets together; interoperability between datasets

· Data mining functionality would be useful

2. What kind of data discovery and access methods is particularly useful to users? How can we get more access and discovery input from the user community? (30 min)

Session Highlights:

· What is the best way to find data:  by mission, instrument, projects, applications?

· Discussion on Mirador being available for all data, not just GES DISC data. User does not care where data is located, just wants access to all NASA and non-NASA requested in the search.  Discussed Global Change Master Directory (GCMD) capabilities.  GCMD can direct users to data locations.

· Looking for new service tool beta testers.  Some UWG members agreed to provide testers

· Discussion on voluntary registration at the DISC

12:15 Lunch

Resume 1:15

3.  What enhancements should be implemented in Giovanni (Giovanni description to come)? (45 min)

Session Highlights:

· Get more Level 3 products into Giovanni

· Researchers want to look at different datasets for correlation (i.e., model actual datasets of the same parameter

· Data fusion:  Good thing but need to work with scientists
4. How can we contribute to the production of high quality science results? (30 min)

a. Science Quality and Data Provenance

· How does the community want to use the data provenance?

· What are the ways of providing provenance?


· How can we know what aspects of provenance the community needs (user scenarios)?

b. Documentation - Parameter or product based documentation

c. Data and Services workshops

d. Other recommendations?

Session Highlights:

· Providing provenance information should best be left for the data producers

· Levy data provenance requirements on data producers
· Decide how provenance should be organized
TAKE HOME ACTION ITEM 1: Who will be available/willing to participate in developing and assessing User Scenarios (10 min)

Session Highlights:

· Presented request for user scenarios

· UWG feels it s a good idea and some will definitely provide scenarios

2:40
BREAK
3:00  Session B. Mission  and Measurement Support
1. For GES DAAC long term planning, what would the UWG recommend in order for the GES DAAC to better prepare for the formulation and/or development of new missions?  (30 min)

Session Highlights:

· Discussion on today’s current missions

· Suggestion to ask members of current instrument teams

2. We have been pursuing multi-sensor and model data access and intercomparison as one the main avenues for our organization. "Missions to measurements" approach leaves gaps between measurements for multi-discipline and/or cross-sensor studies, e.g., correlating precipitation with clouds and aerosols. The latter studies require convenient and scientifically valid way of assessing and comparing data from different sensors independent of the data location.  What suggestions would you offer to improve multi-sensor data access and usage?  (30 min)

Session Highlights:

· Science scenarios would be very helpful

· Ask data producers for quantitative information (e.g., averaging kernels)

3. With new missions on the horizon providing data that would be of interest to GES DISC users (atmosphere, precipitation, hydrology), what multi-instrument discipline-specific data usage services can you suggest, that the GES DISC could/should prepare to ensure that user multi-sensor data usage needs are accommodated?  (e.g., SOURCE -> GLORY; Aerosol studies; TRMM -> GPM)  (20 min)


Session Highlights:

· Become more involved with NEWS, GEWEX for addressing continuous datasets

· Bring together datasets of specific areas/disciplines

· Have datasets on same grid

· Work with science teams directly

4. External Data (30 min)

a. How do we prioritize factors in deciding which value added access to external data (e.g., foreign, non-DAAC) should be implemented?
b. How much should the GES DAAC support field campaign data   (i.e. level of service and under what conditions)? 

Session Highlights:

· Process looks good, just add ‘science justification’ (#1)

· Provide datasets to UWG ahead of time
· Start by using e-mail to ‘discuss’ specific dataset 
~5:00
ADJOURN for the day

Dinner TBD
April 29, 2009

8:00
Breakfast

8:30  Previous Day Recap, and any follow-up discussion

9:00  Session C. Applications (60 min)

Given the recent greater emphasis on Earth science applications, how can the GES DAAC contribute to applications research in a meaningful way, and which areas of applications should we contribute to?
What should the role of Data Centers be in ensuring the post-project sustainment of data and services created as part of NASA-funded projects, in which the DAAC is involved? 
Session Highlights:

· Do people come to the GES DISC with applications research needs?  Yes:   EPA needs data in other formats for applications

· AMAP is trying to engage applications **Workshop in September at NOAA facility

· Bob Adler has a real time product

· Need for interpreters to translate science data for applications interpretation (nothing new); Write proposals with potential applications users

· Currently working with USDA and EPA

· Look at applications scenario and make them operational

· YACI data is very valuable ???
Need to link GPM and SMAP to applications (i.e., floods, water resources);

Value added:  Providing tools to find information significant to applications

10:00 Session D.GES DAAC Future Directions  (120 minutes with a break)

Are the GES DAAC Future Directions consistent with the needs of the NASA Earth science community? (Documentation describing the GES Future Direction will be sent out prior to the meeting) 

Session Highlights:

· Recommend that HQ include, in future solicitations, the recommended use of institutionally developed tools/services, as already developed at NASA data centers, to save potential costs through reuse and or adaptation. 
· Areas of growth:  Look at Data Broker models; model evaluation/assessment; Model support:  air quality, PCMDI ???; Andrew can connect modelers with data systems
· Data fusion algorithms should be generated from outside the DISC
· Extract and implement common areas so that they are not repeated and provide a frame work
· Provide researchers the ‘standards’ to work within.
---------------------------------------------

12:00 Lunch

1:00
Introduction to MEaSUREs Projects – Rama, Steve Kempler, lead

1:10:  Each MEaSUREs PI discuss their project (each:  10 minutes, 3 minutes for questions).  (13X7=91)

~2:40
Road to Success for integrating MEaSUREs datasets into the DISC. (Bruce) 

3:00
BREAK

3:15
Executive Session: Choose a UWG Chair.  Discuss findings, suggestions, recommendations – Ken Lead (this time), UWG Members, ESDIS only

Session Highlights:

· Put presentations and notes in common area

· Provide multi-data services

· Provide infrastructure to make data access easier

· Multi-discipline work should be increased (with ESDIS funding)

· Make data manipulation methods better known

· Have users make use of existing resources 

· Send out UWG mailing list and E-mail addresses of all attendees

(Concurrently we will give a DISC tour to MEaSUREs PI’s)
4:15
UWG Report: UWG Recommendations and General Discussion (this meeting, process improvement, next meeting) - All
5:00
ADJOURN for the day

