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Signal to Noise Ratio is defined as the ratio of the output of the radiometer obtained
when viewing a target of known emission (usually a black body of known temperature)
minus the zero offset, to the root mean square noise output of the radiometer, integrated
over the sampling period, when there is no irradiance entering it. This output is therefore
generated by the instrument itself.

In the HiRDLS problem we consider the electronics to contribute no noise to the
system. The noise sources are detector generated noise and rms ofthe background thermal
emission from the warm optics in the instrument.

The noise equivalent radiance is defined as the amount of irradiance into the instru
ment from an emitting target that is required to produce an output equal to the noise
output of the instrument. It is therfore the signal required to make the SNR equal to
unity.

The relevant components of the radiometer are schematically represented in figure
1. Optic elements beyond the chopper are not considered since these have insignificant
contribution to the signal. The detector noise sources, including thermal gerneration, are
implied in the D-star values, which have been supplied by LORAL EOD.

The input data used in the SNR calculations is shown in figure 2. The transmissions
for the Germanium and the Zinc Selenide lenses are calculated using data on absorption
coefficients and assuming an optical path of 3mm in each lens. An anti-reflection coating
with a constant reflection of 5% over the spectral interval is assumed. The filters are
assumed to all have an in-band transmission of 70% . At the time of these calculations the
band passes for channels 3 and 20 were TBD. Detectors and filters are at a temperature
of 80 K and the remaining optics at 292 K.

The background SNR is evaluated as the ratio of the number of photons falling on
the detector from a black body of temperatures 160, 200, 240 K integrated over the 0.25
second sampling period to the square root of the number of photons from the optics.

The detector SNR is evaluated as the ratio of the power in watts falling on the detector
from the black body target to the Noise Eqiuvalent Power of the detectors in Watts over
the same integration period.

The net SNR is then the reciprocal vector sum of the component SNRs. The Noise
Equivalent Radiance is evaluated simply as the Planck function divided by the SNR for
the appropriate target temperature.

The typical optical efficiency, for channels 9 to 19, is 0.63. The worst case is channel
1 for which the optical efficiency is 0.35. A chopping factor of root(2)/pi, 0.45, is used.

The calculated SNR for the three target temperatures are shown in figure 3. It is
worth noting that all channels are detector limited.








